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Table 24.
Trends in Birth Rates Among Women Ages 15-19

for Selected Communities1, Ranked by 1997 Teen Birth Rate2

Massachusetts: 1997, 1996, 1990

1997 1996 1990

1997
Rank

Demographic
Area

Number
Births
15-19

Teen
Birth
Rate

Number
Births
15-19

Teen
Birth
Rate

Number
Births
15-19

Teen
Birth
Rate

Massachusetts 5,801 33.8 5,758 32.6 7,258 35.1
1 Holyoke 180 94.9 188 102.6 203 140.3
2 Chelsea 92 93.9 91 93.8 105 114.8
3 Revere 46 93.2 38 66.0 45 42.3
4 Southbridge 48 91.7 38 71.4 48 82.5
5 Springfield 476 82.3 479 82.5 523 87.9
6 Lawrence 277 81.1 278 83.7 338 122.8
7 Lowell 276 76.2 233 63.9 309 81.3
8 Lynn 182 73.8 155 62.9 194 79.4
9 Brockton 196 71.7 208 74.4 216 67.8
10 Pittsfield 58 68.0 56 58.9 74 48.3
11 New Bedford 221 66.4 216 64.6 263 76.3
12 Methuen 47 62.3 42 50.7 53 41.7
13 Haverhill 87 61.1 69 47.8 94 60.4
14 Fitchburg 88 55.1 100 61.7 146 82.1
15 Fall River 141 53.5 152 55.9 246 76.9
16 Worcester 313 52.4 304 49.9 399 58.8
17 Taunton 70 51.0 98 70.1 95 61.0
18 Boston 825 47.4 794 44.1 1,137 52.7
19 Leominster 43 41.3 72 68.5 42 37.8
20 Barnstable 38 39.7 27 27.7 37 34.3
21 Framingham 61 37.6 45 26.3 44 19.6
22 Chicopee 63 37.4 64 37.4 84 44.9
23 Somerville 58 33.1 71 39.1 64 29.2
24 Quincy 38 28.9 38 26.1 51 22.0
25 Westfield 40 27.0 29 19.2 50 29.4
26 Plymouth 38 26.2 39 26.6 55 35.6
27 Cambridge 54 17.6 46 14.6 54 14.9

Sources: Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, 1996, 1997.  The 1990 population data are based on the 1990 Census
Massachusetts Age, Race and Sex File (MARS File); the 1996 and 1997 data are interpolations based on the 1990 Census and
estimates from the Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic Research (MISER).
1 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 12-19.  In 1997, there were 27 communities due to ties in the

numbers of teen births.
2 Rates are per 1,000 females ages 15-19 in each city/town.
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Table 25.
Births by Mother's Age and Race/Hispanic Ethnicity

for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1997

Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total

Massachusetts All Ages2 61,143 5,457 8,211 3,876 1,634 80,321

< 18 893 330 796 106 83 2,208

< 20 2,865 794 1,807 214 224 5,904

20 + 58,277 4,663 6,403 3,662 1,409 74,414

Barnstable All Ages2 423 17 14 5 25 484

< 18 8 ** 0 0 ** 9

< 20 29 ** ** 0 2 38

20 + 394 ¥ ¥ 5 23 446

Boston All Ages2 2,634 2,506 1,662 640 380 7,822

< 18 25 170 126 13 16 350

< 20 89 385 282 38 46 840

20 + 2,545 2,121 1,380 602 334 6,982

Brockton All Ages2 701 333 156 43 196 1,429

< 18 22 26 21 0 13 82

< 20 79 53 40 ** ¥ 204

20 + 622 280 116 ¥ ¥ 1,225

Cambridge All Ages2 595 168 82 135 35 1,015

< 18 ** 8 6 ** 1 20

< 20 12 24 15 ** ** 55

20 + 583 144 67 ¥ ¥ 960

Chelsea All Ages2 128 53 383 28 27 619

< 18 6 ** 23 ** 3 34

< 20 13 6 65 ** ¥ 93

20 + 115 47 318 ¥ ¥ 526

Chicopee All Ages2 441 17 84 7 3 552

< 18 9 ** 6 0 ** 19

< 20 36 5 21 ** ** 64

20 + 405 12 63 ¥ ** 488

Fall River All Ages2 1,009 28 33 34 5 1,109

< 18 37 ** ** ** 2 46

< 20 119 5 11 ** ** 141

20 + 890 23 22 ¥ ** 968

Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total



Table 25. (Continued)
Births by Mother's Age and Race/Hispanic Ethnicity

for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1997
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Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total

Fitchburg All Ages2 333 27 107 38 8 513

< 18 14 ** 13 ** 0 32

< 20 44 ** 36 5 ** 89

20 + 289 ¥ 71 33 ¥ 424

Framingham All Ages2 629 43 147 68 66 953

< 18 11 ** 8 0 ** 22

< 20 28 ** 27 0 ¥ 62

20 + 601 ¥ 120 68 ¥ 891

Haverhill All Ages2 745 11 87 9 6 858

< 18 25 0 6 0 0 31

< 20 57 ** 26 ** 2 88

20 + 688 ¥ 61 ¥ 4 770

Holyoke All Ages2 252 23 422 6 5 708

< 18 5 ** 65 0 ** 72

< 20 25 6 152 ** ** 184

20 + 227 17 270 ¥ ¥ 524

Lawrence All Ages2 321 24 909 37 22 1,313

< 18 15 ** 113 ** 0 131

< 20 40 5 237 ** ** 289

20 + 281 19 672 ¥ ¥ 1,024

Leominster All Ages2 437 20 77 30 10 574

< 18 7 ** 6 0 ** 14

< 20 22 ** 18 ** 1 45

20 + 415 ¥ 59 ¥ 9 529

Lowell All Ages2 881 61 331 401 17 1,691

< 18 34 ** 42 50 ** 128

< 20 95 6 97 79 4 281

20 + 786 55 234 322 13 1,410

Lynn All Ages2 651 173 384 108 40 1,356

< 18 21 6 31 7 4 69

< 20 62 23 74 17 10 186

20 + 589 150 310 91 30 1,170



Table 25. (Continued)
Births by Mother's Age and Race/Hispanic Ethnicity

for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1997
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Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total

Methuen All Ages2 435 6 89 16 9 555

< 18 13 0 10 0 0 23

< 20 26 ** 18 0 ** 47

20 + 409 ¥ 71 16 ¥ 508

New Bedford All Ages2 882 101 156 15 75 1,229

< 18 46 12 20 ** ¥ 88

< 20 135 28 41 ** ¥ 224

20 + 747 73 115 ¥ ¥ 1,005

Pittsfield All Ages2 476 33 14 8 4 535

< 18 15 ** ** 0 3 23

< 20 41 9 5 ** ** 59

20 + 435 24 9 ¥ ** 476

Plymouth All Ages2 641 7 9 7 13 677

< 18 11 0 ** 0 ** 13

< 20 33 ** ** 0 3 38

20 + 608 ¥ ¥ 7 10 639

Quincy All Ages2 805 29 30 189 24 1,077

< 18 9 0 ** 0 ** 10

< 20 31 ** ** ** ** 38

20 + 774 ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 1,039

Revere All Ages2 412 38 71 48 20 589

< 18 7 0 7 ** ** 21

< 20 23 ** 14 5 ¥ 48

20 + 389 ¥ 57 43 ¥ 541

Somerville All Ages2 557 108 152 74 34 925

< 18 13 ** 10 0 ** 25

< 20 29 6 19 ** ** 58

20 + 528 102 133 ¥ ¥ 867

Southbridge All Ages2 153 2 78 8 2 243

< 18 ** 0 8 0 ** 11

< 20 17 ** 30 0 ** 48

20 + 136 ** 48 8 ** 195



Table 25. (Continued)
Births by Mother's Age and Race/Hispanic Ethnicity

for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1997
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Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total

Springfield All Ages2 839 533 846 79 30 2,327

< 18 27 45 136 ** ** 215

< 20 97 116 268 7 6 494

20 + 742 417 578 72 24 1,833

Taunton All Ages2 704 18 34 6 9 771

< 18 10 ** 8 0 ** 20

< 20 52 ** 14 0 ** 70

20 + 652 ¥ 20 6 ¥ 701

Westfield All Ages2 387 6 30 8 1 432

< 18 13 ** ** 0 0 18

< 20 34 ** ** 0 0 41

20 + 353 ** ¥ 8 1 391

Worcester All Ages2 1,387 195 560 151 37 2,330

< 18 30 15 67 6 4 122

< 20 112 33 152 14 9 320

20 + 1,275 162 408 137 28 2,010

Source:  Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, 1997.
* Non-Hispanic
** Information in cells with values 1-4 (excluding the "Other/Unknown" cells) is suppressed when births are cross-

classified by age group and race/ethnicity in order to preserve the confidentiality of these cases.  In these cases,
additional cells with values less than 5 which enable calculation of the number of cases are also suppressed.

¥ These cells have numbers that are 5 and greater, but the numbers were suppressed to prevent inference of the value of
the suppressed cell containing 1-4 cases.

1 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 12-19.  In 1997, there were 27 communities due to ties
in the numbers of teen births

2 Includes births of unknown maternal age.
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Table 26.
Birth Characteristics among Teen Births for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1997

Low
Birthweight Adequacy of Care2

Community
<2500 g Adequate Intermediate

Inadeq/
None Multiparous3

Percent4 Percent4 Percent4 Percent4 Number Percent4

Massachusetts 9.5 59.2 31.4 9.4 1,062 18.0

Barnstable 2.6 50.0 39.5 10.5 8 21.1

Boston 11.2 63.3 27.8 8.9 150 17.9

Brockton 11.3 55.1 32.3 12.6 33 16.2

Cambridge 10.9 60.0 32.7 7.3 4 **

Chelsea 10.8 62.6 25.3 12.1 23 24.7

Chicopee 6.3 54.7 28.1 17.2 6 9.4

Fall River 9.9 54.0 35.8 10.2 25 17.7

Fitchburg 12.4 59.6 27.0 13.5 25 28.1

Framingham 9.7 72.1 21.3 6.6 11 17.7

Haverhill 6.9 64.4 27.6 8.0 17 19.3

Holyoke 9.8 63.7 25.8 10.4 57 31.0

Lawrence 10.8 50.4 37.2 12.4 70 24.2

Leominster 8.9 44.4 44.4 11.1 17 37.8

Lowell 11.7 50.7 38.6 10.7 80 28.5

Lynn 10.8 65.8 26.6 7.6 33 17.7

Methuen 0.0 40.4 46.8 12.8 8 17.0

New Bedford 7.1 58.4 34.1 7.5 39 17.4

Pittsfield 11.9 64.4 22.0 13.6 15 25.4

Plymouth 5.3 57.9 31.6 10.5 4 **

Quincy 10.5 81.1 13.5 5.4 2 **

Revere 4.2 61.4 29.5 9.1 8 16.7

Somerville 10.3 66.7 24.6 8.8 9 15.5

Southbridge 8.3 72.3 23.4 4.3 15 31.3

Springfield 11.2 51.1 39.1 9.8 126 25.5

Taunton 5.7 64.3 25.7 10.0 15 21.4

Westfield 7.3 47.5 42.5 10.0 5 12.2

Worcester 10.6 59.3 29.8 10.8 67 20.9
Source:  Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, 1997.
**  Percentages were not calculated for fewer than five observations.
1 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 12-19.  In 1997, there were 27 communities due to ties in the

numbers of teen births
2 Adequacy of Prenatal Care is determined by a calculation that combines trimester of prenatal care registration with the

number of prenatal care visits.  See technical Notes and Glossary for further information and definitions.
3 Multiparous mothers have had at least one previous live birth.
4 Percentages exclude case with unknown values for these categories.
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Table 27.
Expected Educational Attainment and In-Hospital Paternity1

 Acknowledgment among Teen Mothers for Selected Communities2

Massachusetts: 1997

Behind Grade Level3
Paternity

Acknowledg-
ment

Community Number Percent Percent

Massachusetts 1,744 29.7 66.0

Barnstable 10 26.3 64.7

Boston 191 23.2 51.6

Brockton 53 26.1 55.3

Cambridge 11 20 60.4

Chelsea 41 44.6 73.5

Chicopee 18 28.1 66.7

Fall River 45 32.1 72.8

Fitchburg 34 38.2 59.7

Framingham 24 38.7 80.8

Haverhill 33 37.5 63.9

Holyoke 82 44.6 68.3

Lawrence 116 40.1 68.1

Leominster 17 38.6 74.3

Lowell 112 39.9 66.9

Lynn 59 32.1 68.3

Methuen 14 29.8 73.2

New Bedford 61 27.2 72.8

Pittsfield 12 20.3 60.0

Plymouth 9 23.7 62.9

Quincy 7 18.4 68.8

Revere 14 29.2 66.7

Somerville 22 37.9 69.4

Southbridge 20 41.7 75.0

Springfield 176 35.8 62.5

Taunton 18 25.7 78.5

Westfield 13 31.7 81.6

Worcester 113 35.5 62.2
Source: Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, 1997.
1 Paternity acknowledgment: voluntary self-acknowledgment by fathers or acknowledgment through legal

action.  These data reflect data collected in hospitals, at time of birth, only (see Glossary for further
explanation).

2 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 12-19.  In 1997, there were 27
communities due to ties in the numbers of teen births.

3 “Behind Grade Level” is defined as one or more grades behind the maximum expected age for a grade at
the time of delivery.  See Glossary for explanation




